
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



♦•GOOTIBIITED •:• IJOTES.-* 



The Study of the Bible in its Entirety.— Dr. James Ludlow of Brooklyn, in 
the March number of the Homiletic Beview, shows how fully the Book of Bevela- 
tion gathered its coloring from other Sacred Books of the Bible, but especially 
from the Books of the Old Testament. It would not be difficult to show that 
this is not only true of John's Bevelation, but that all the writers of the New 
Testament, and those mentioned by them as having preached and taught, derived 
illustrations, and suggestions, and thoughts, and images from the Old Testament 
Books. Indeed, the two Testaments are so interwoven and similar in thought, in 
■expressions, in images, that they form really but one book. Hence it is that to 
rightly understand the Bible one Jmust read it m its entirety. This seems truly 
but a trite remark. And yet, how plainly evident it is that, trite though it may 
appear, still it is important to make it. Tor many take only parts of the Bible 
which they study to the exclusion of the rest. A few years ago, in conversation. 
with a theological student in regard to the selection of texts for sermons, he re- 
marked : " I do not look for texts in the Old Testament ; I look for them simply 
in the New, and there only in the Sermon on the Mount, and from the sayings of 
Christ. The rest of the Bible does not seem to suit very well the advanced 
thought of the age." Need I add that this young man soon after leaving the 
Seminary was " preached out, 1 ' and to-day is out of the ministry ? One-sided or 
narrow conceptions, and erroneous ideas regarding Scripture truth are formed by 
not studying the Bible as a whole. To teach the whole Scripture truth the Old 
as well as the New Testament must be studied, and they must be studied in their 
connection and correlation with each other. If this is not done, half-truths, or 
•distorted notions of what is the truth, will be taught. 

But further. There would not be so many differences among Bible students 
in regard to what constitutes the system of Christian doctrine, if the Bible were 
■studied in its entirety. Whence the unanimity among the New Testament writ- 
ers and the teachers named in their writings ? True, principally from the fact 
that they were specially guided by the Spirit of God in their writings and teach- 
ings ; but this does not account for it exclusively. There is an additional cause 
for this, viz., the fact lhat all were students of the Old Testament. They all give 
evidence of this. I am aware that there are some " who hold that inspiration is 
simply an inflation of the natural powers of the mind — some strange fire in the 
imagination impelling it to boundless eccentricities of invention;" but, as Dr. 
Ludlow says in regard to the Apocalypse, so it may, to a great extent, be said of 
all the Books of the New Testament, this theory cannot apply to them. For, as 
was the " Sacred Poet," so also were the other writers and teachers of the New 
Testament, "plodding students, picking their way through prescribed data." 
And as with John, so with the others, while the " eagle mind soars with apparent 
license, their track through the azure is found as carefully selected as that of the 
ox lining the furrow." Now, if all Bible students would uniformly study the 
whole Bible, there could not but be more unanimity among them, and a concert 
of teaching. If some of the New Testament teachers had studied only the Law, 
to the exclusion of the Prophets and Psalms, or others only the Psalms to the 
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neglect of the Law and Prophets, or others again only tfie Prophets, not taking- 
into account the Psalms and Law, there would not have heen the unanimity 
among thenl we find now existing. Just so is it in our day. The greater part of 
the difficulties and differences among Bible scholars arises from the fact that some 
parts are studied by them to the neglect and exclusion of the rest. There is much 
harm done to the cause of Bible truth on account of neglect to study the Scrip- 
tures in their entirety. One cannot possibly obtain a comprehensive knowledge 
of the whole range of Scripture truth by coming to the study of the Bible with 
mind prejudiced against certain portions of it, or only to study it in detached por- 
tions. Of course, doing this, almost any theory may be said to be maintained by 
Scripture. Hence the great poet well says : 

"In religion 
What damned error, but some sober brow 
Will bless it, and approve it with a text, 
Hiding the grossness with fair ornament." 

But there is another consideration here. By the want of unanimity among 
Bible teachers and scholars, there is a lack of power, — a forfeiture of strength 
which they might have. The hosts of God could go forth against the enemy in 
conquering power, if there were more unanimity among them. The Dutch motto 
well expresses the truth : " Eendracht maakt macht." 

Now, we know of no way in which unanimity could be made to prevail 
among Bible students better than by the study of the Scriptures as one Book. 
Tor is it not true that differences among them arise principally because promi- 
nence is given to certain doctrines or points, which often are wrested from their 
connection with, or their place in, the galaxy of doctrine which forms the whole 
truth? 

We have reason to thank God that the " signs of the times " in this regard 
are prophetic of good. Efforts are making in many quarters to bring about a 
study of the Old as well as, and in connection with, the New Testament. And 
every encouragement possible should be given by ministers of the Gospel to 
these efforts, and they should enter heartily into them. The minister who does 
not study the entire Bible, who leaves out of his study any part of it, cuts off 
a productive stream of truth, and misses just that much inspiration and instruc- 
tion in his work, and in his search after the truth which will build up his 
people in " the most holy faith," and instruct them in all the ways of the Lord. 

A. A. Pfanstiehl, 

Troy, Mo.. 



